
Dismantling 
Liberalism: 

 

Assembling the Team 
to Clear Away Years 

of Failed Promises & 
Decayed Policies. 

 

 A PRESENTATION OF 



DISMANTLING LIBERALISM 

Could tomorrow actually mark 

the end for generations of the 

advancing liberal agenda? 

 

Norman Thomas, 1927 
Presbyterian Minister, Six-time Presidential 

Candidate Socialist Party of America 



DISMANTLING LIBERALISM 

Ensnaring generations into 

subconscious slavery using false 

promises of hope… 

 

Using crisis as an opportunity to 

seize power… 

 

Consolidating and 

institutionalizing that 'taken' 

power through bureaucracy… 

 

Always elevating socialism over 

freedom. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How the World Fell Out 
of Love with Obama 
July 9, 2016 

DISMANTLING LIBERALISM 

As this administration draws 

to a close, its signature 

achievement (the Affordable 

Care Act), its key foreign 

policies (Syria, Iran, and 

North Korea), and its very 

reputation lay crumbling… 

 

Like the false promises of 

unity and hope upon which it 

was launched, 

 

Like the decades of urban 

decay upon which it was 

built. 



In November, 

perhaps we got one. 



DISMANTLING LIBERALISM 

We asked ourselves, "Will this administration 

truly deliver on conservative government or will it 

simply be about a single personality?" 



DISMANTLING LIBERALISM 

With the position papers, the convention, and 

the selection of a Reagan conservative as 

his running mate, conservatives found some 

things we could like… 
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DISMANTLING LIBERALISM 



DISMANTLING LIBERALISM 



DISMANTLING LIBERALISM 

What kind of 

government

would he 

actually 

form? 

Is there any chance that he'd assemble a 

real crew to help him swing the 

wrecking ball? 



Deindustrialization 
for Climate-Change 

Federalized 
Education 

Green 
Subsidy 

Global 
Conformity 

Restraint 
of Trade 

Porous 
  Borders 

DISMANTLING LIBERALISM 

The President-Elect clearly signaled 

that he intended to build a team to take the 

fight directly to the heart of liberalism… 

Socialized 
Medicine 

Wealth 
Redistribution 

Societal 
Reorganization 



DISMANTLING LIBERALISM 

Reaction to his picks from the media… 

"Trump's nominations signal a pro-deregulation administration policy.  

Demonstrated by the fact that several of Trump's cabinet nominees 

politically opposed the federal departments they were selected to lead." 

 "a conservative dream team of appointments." 

"an unorthodox team popular with conservatives, that more establishment 

Republicans such as John McCain or Mitt Romney likely would not have 

chosen" 

"one of the most consistently conservative 

domestic policy teams in modern history" 

"the most conservative cabinet in 

United States history"  



The President 
 

Approx. 4,100 Presidential Appointments 
1242 PAS (includes US Attorneys, US Marshals, and Ambassadors) 

472 PA (includes White House Staff, Advisers, and Smaller Agencies) 

761 Non-Career Senior Executive Service Positions, 1,538 Schedule C 

 

The Vice-President 

 

 

15 Cabinet Members 
 

State, Treasury, Defense, 

Justice, Interior, Agriculture, 

Commerce, Labor, HHS, 

HUD, Transportation, Energy, 

Education, VA, Homeland Security 
 

6 Cabinet-Level Positions 
 

Council of Economic Advisers, 

EPA, OMB, Trade Rep., SBA 
 

The Executive Office 
 

Chief of Staff, Nat'l Security, Intelligence, 

Domestic Policy, Economic Council, Homeland, 

Press/Communications, Public Liaison, Counsel,  

Senior Counselors & Senior Advisers 



Those Just Itching  to Swing the Wrecking Ball… 
 

Dr. Tom Price (HHS) 
Decommission and Replace ObamaCare 
 

Member of the Association of American Physicians and 

Surgeons, a politically conservative non-profit association 

founded in 1943 to "fight socialized medicine and to fight 

the government takeover of medicine." 

 

 

 

Betsy DeVos (Education) 
Break the Monopoly of Public Education 
 

"Public education is a closed system, a closed industry, a 

closed market. It’s a monopoly, a dead end." 

Advocates for charter schools and vouchers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scott Pruitt (EPA) 
Crush the Radical Environmentalist Movement 
 

Holds the record as the State AG who has sued the EPA 

the most. 
 



Mick Mulvaney (OMB) 
Budget and National Debt Hawk 
 

Member of the Tea Party Caucus, 

Co-Founder of Freedom Caucus 

Voted 'No' on Budgets & CRs 

Helped oust John Boehner 

 

 

Steve Mnuchin (Treasury) 
Get the Gov't Boot off of Business 
 

"Number one priority is tax reform, reducing corporate 

taxes to 15%, cut taxes for the middle class, and simplify 

the tax system," "make sure that the average American 

has wage increases and good jobs," "getting a sustained 

growth of GDP of three or four percent,"  and "stripping 

back Dodd–Frank  as the number one priority on the 

regulatory side." 

 

 

 

Rick Perry (Energy) 
US Energy Independence 
 

"The US Department of Energy should be shut down." 
 

Those Just Itching  to Swing the Wrecking Ball… 
 



Those Just Itching  to Swing the Wrecking Ball… 
 

Andy Puzder (Labor) 
Pro-Business, Minimum Wage Hike Opponent 
 

"Want to put people out of work, hike the min. wage and 

watch the acceleration of automation by business." 

Nat'l Council Co-Chair of American Enterprise Institute 

Member of the Job Creators Network (business advocacy) 

Once the leading anti-abortion attorney in Missouri 

 

 
 

Wilbur Ross (Commerce) 
NAFTA Opponent 
 

Hard Industry Investor 

Well seasoned on trade law, he is seen as key toward 

reigniting US manufacturing. 

Ross called NAFTA the "poster child for unbalanced trade 

and investment," in an open  letter to WSJ 

 
 

Robert Lighthizer (US Trade Rep.) 
Leading China Critic 
 

"China is guilty of repeated unfair trade practices." 

Washington attorney, specializes in trade litigation, policy 

advice, and legislative initiatives for hard industry (Steel) 

Served as deputy trade representative under the Reagan 

Administration. 



Those Just Itching  to Swing the Wrecking Ball… 
 

Gen. Michael Flynn (NSA) 
Islamic Terrorist Hardliner 
 

Former Asst. Dir. Of National Intelligence 

Sr. Office at JSOC 

Joint Functional Component Command for Intelligence, 

Surveillance and Reconnaissance 

Wrote The Field of Fight: How We Can Win the Global 

War Against Radical Islam and Its Allies 

 
Jeff Sessions (Justice) 
Strong Advocate for Law & Order, Strict Immigration 
 

Considered one of most conservative US Senators 

"A pathway to citizenship for illegal immigrants 

undermines the rule of law.  The inflow of guest workers 

and immigrants depresses wages and raises 

unemployment for US citizens.  Current immigration policy 

expands an underclass dependent on the welfare state." 
 

 
Gen. James Mattis (Defense) 
Critic of All Things Ineffectual 
 

Commander of United States Central Command 

Believes that Iran is the principal threat to the stability of 

the Middle East, ahead of Al-Qaeda and ISIS. 

Major critic of Iranian Nuclear Deal 

Believes that Putin wishes to "break NATO apart" 





Donald J. Trump 

President-Elect, 45th Presidency of the United States 

 
Born and raised in the Queens borough of New York City, the fourth of five children, 

Trump received a bachelor's degree in economics from the Wharton School of the 

University of Pennsylvania in 1968. In 1971, he took charge of his family's real estate 

and construction firm, Elizabeth Trump & Son, which was later renamed The Trump 

Organization. During his business career, Trump has built, renovated, and managed 

numerous office towers, hotels, casinos, and golf courses. He owned the Miss USA 

and Miss Universe pageants from 1996 to 2015, and has lent the use of his name in 

the branding of various products. From 2004 to 2015, he hosted The Apprentice, a 

reality television show on NBC. As of 2016, Forbes listed him as the 324th wealthiest 

person in the world (113th in the United States), with a net worth of $4.5 billion. 

 

Trump sought the Reform Party's presidential nomination in 2000, but withdrew before 

voting began. He considered running as a Republican for the 2012 election, but 

ultimately decided against it. In June 2015, he announced his candidacy for the 2016 

election, and quickly emerged as the front-runner among 17 contenders in the 

Republican primaries. His final opponents suspended their campaigns in May 2016, 

and in July he was formally nominated at the Republican Convention along with Mike 

Pence as his running mate. His campaign received unprecedented media coverage 

and international attention.  

 

Trump won the general election on November 8, 2016, in a surprise victory against 

Democratic rival Hillary Clinton. On January 20th, 2017, at age 70, he will become the 

oldest and wealthiest person to assume the presidency, the first without prior military 

or governmental service, and the fourth elected with less than a plurality of the 

national popular vote. 



Michael Richard Pence 

Vice President-Elect, 48th Vice Presidency of the United States 
 

"A Christian, a conservative, and a Republican, in that order."  – Mike Pence 

 

Born and raised in Columbus, Indiana, Pence graduated from Hanover College and 

earned a law degree from the Indiana University Robert H. McKinney School of Law 

before entering private practice. After losing two bids for a U.S. congressional seat in 

1988 and 1990, he became a conservative radio and television talk show host from 

1994 to 1999. Pence was elected to the United States Congress in 2000 and 

represented Indiana's 2nd congressional district and Indiana's 6th congressional 

district in the United States House of Representatives from 2001 to 2013. He served 

as the chairman of the House Republican Conference from 2009 to 2011. 

 

Since Pence became the governor of Indiana on January 20, 2013, he has 

implemented the largest tax cut in Indiana's history, pushed for more funding for 

education initiatives, and continued to increase the state's budget surplus. Pence 

signed bills intended to restrict abortions, including one that prohibited abortions if the 

reason for the procedure was the fetus's race, gender, or disability.  Pence did not 

retreat from several high-profile skirmishes, including the Religious Freedom 

Restoration Act, from which he encountered fierce resistance from moderate 

members of his party, the business community, and LGBT advocates. 

 

On November 8, 2016, Pence was elected as Vice President, after he dropped out of 

his gubernatorial re-election campaign in July to become the vice presidential running 

mate for Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump, who went on to win the 

presidential election. 



Rex Wayne Tillerson 

Nominee for Secretary of the State of the United States 
 

"A world-class, international deal maker."  – Donald Trump 

 

Born in Wichita Falls in 1952, he was active in the Boy Scouts of America for most of 

his life, earning the rank of Eagle Scout in 1965.  Ray Hunt, a close friend and the 

Chairman of Hunt Consolidated, told the Dallas Morning News, "To understand Rex 

Tillerson, you need to understand Scouting." 

 

Tillerson began his career as an engineer and holds a bachelor's degree in civil 

engineering from the University of Texas at Austin. He remains a member of the 

National Academy of Engineering.  Tillerson joined Exxon in 1975, and by 1989 had 

become general manager of the Exxon USA central production division. In 1995 he 

became president of Exxon Yemen Inc. and Esso Exploration and Production Khorat 

Inc. In 2006, Tillerson was elected chairman and chief executive officer of Exxon, the 

world's 6th largest company by revenue. Tillerson retired from Exxon effective 

December 31, 2016.  He and his wife reside in Irving. 

 

Rex Tillerson was first recommended to Trump for the Secretary of State role by 

Condoleezza Rice, during her meeting with Trump in late November.  Rice's 

recommendation of Tillerson to Trump was backed up by Robert Gates, three days 

later, helping to propel his consideration past Mitt Romney and David Petraeus.  His 

nomination was also advocated by Steve Bannon and Jared Kushner. 

 

Tillerson's personal politics are not in lock-step with President-Elect Trump.  He has 

been an advocate of Free Trade, The Trans-Pacific Partnership, and Common Core 

and contributed to Jeb Bush during the primary.  However, his ability to successfully 

negotiate with Russia, Syria, Iran, and the Sudan was attractive to the Pres-Elect. 



Steven Terner Mnuchin 

Nominee for Secretary of the Treasury of the United States 
 

"A world-class financier, banker, and businessman."  – Donald Trump 

 

Born in New York City in 1962, he was raised in finance, with his father being a 

prominent partner at Goldman Sachs.  He graduated with a Bachelors from Yale, 

where he had been publisher of the Yale Daily News and a member of Skull & Bones.   
 

Mnuchin worked for Goldman Sachs for 17 years, ultimately reaching its management 

committee. After he left the bank in 2002, he founded a number of hedge funds, 

including SFM with George Soros and Dune Capital in which he invested in two Trump 

projects—one of which led to a Trump suit against Dune. In 2004, he founded RatPac-

Dune Entertainment along with film producer Brett Ratner and financier James 

Packer.  They financed a number of notable films, including the X-Men film franchise 

and Avatar.  During the financial crisis, Mnuchin bought failed house lender IndyMac, 

rebuilt the bank as OneWest Bank, and sold it in 2015 to CIT Group. The bank 

received criticism for "aggressive" foreclosures.  
 

Mnuchin had been an early supporter of Trump, and attended his victory party after 

the New York Republican primary victory on April 19, 2016 after he had received a 

last-minute invitation. He was called the following day by Trump, who asked him to be 

the national finance chairman of his campaign. Picked for Secretary of the Treasury, 

Mnuchin was among Trump's early, announced nominees.  He said, "our number one 

priority is tax reform, reducing corporate taxes to 15%, cut taxes for the middle class, 

and simplify the tax system," "make sure that the average American has wage 

increases and good jobs," "getting a sustained growth of GDP of three or four 

percent,"  and "stripping back Dodd–Frank  as the number one priority on the 

regulatory side." 



James Norman Mattis 

Nominee for Secretary of the Defense of the United States 
 

"Very impressive.  A true General's General."  – Donald Trump 

 

Mattis was born in 1950, in Pullman, Washington.  His mother had worked in Army 

Intelligence in South Africa during the Second World War and his father was a 

merchant mariner.  He earned a Bachelors in History from Central Washington 

University, during which he earned the commission of 2nd Lt. through ROTC. 
 

During his service years, Mattis was considered to be an intellectual among the upper 

ranks, with a personal library that once contained thousands of books.  Major Gen. 

Robert Scales described him as "... one of the most urbane and polished men I have 

known. He carried his own personal copy of the Meditations of Marcus Aurelius 

throughout his deployments."  Mattis worked his way up the ranks through the 3rd 

Marine Division, the Naval Academy Preparatory School, and the 1st Marine 

Regiment.  He commanded the Recruiting Station Portland, Oregon, as major. Lt. 

Colonel Mattis commanded 1st Battalion, 7th Marines, one of Task Force Ripper's 

assault battalions during the Persian Gulf War. Col. Mattis commanded the 7th Marine 

Regiment. Brig. Gen. Mattis commanded the 1st Marine Expeditionary Brigade.  

During the initial planning for the War in Afghanistan, Mattis led Task Force 58 in 

operations in the southern part of the country, becoming the first Marine Corps officer 

to ever command a Naval Task Force in combat. 
 

While serving in Afghanistan as a brigadier general, he was known as an officer who 

engaged his men with "real leadership".  A young Marine officer, Nathaniel Fick, 

witnessed Mattis in a fighting hole talking with a sergeant and lance corporal: "No one 

would have questioned Mattis if he'd slept eight hours each night in a private room, to 

be woken each morning by an aide who ironed his uniforms and heated his MREs. 

But there he was, in the middle of a freezing night, out on the lines with his Marines." 
 

 Defense Distinguished 

Service Medal (Twice) 

 Navy Distinguished 

Service Medal 

 Defense Superior Service 

Medal 

 Legion of Merit 

 Bronze Star (with Valor) 

 Meritorious Service Medal 

(Three times) 



Among his nicknames, "Mad 

Dog" and "Warrior Monk," 

his chosen call sign was 

"CHAOS," or Colonel Has 

An Outstanding Solution. 

 

Military Times described him 

as "the most revered Marine 

general in at least a 

generation," having led “the 

deepest insertion of Marines 

into a combat zone in U.S. 

history” (Afghanistan), 

followed by “the longest 

sustained march in Marine 

Corps history” (Iraq). 



James Norman Mattis  [continued] 

Nominee for Secretary of the Defense of the United States 
 

Major General, Mattis commanded the 1st Marine Division during the 2003 invasion of 

Iraq and subsequent stability operations during the Iraq War.  Mattis played key roles 

in combat operations in Fallujah, including negotiation with the insurgent command 

inside the city during Operation Vigilant Resolve in April 2004, as well as participation 

in planning of the subsequent Operation Phantom Fury in November. 
 

Believing in restraint in war as key to defeating an insurgency, Mattis told U.S. 

Marines in May 2007 that "Whenever you show anger or disgust toward civilians, it's a 

victory for al-Qaeda and other insurgents. Every time you wave at an Iraqi civilian, al-

Qaeda rolls over in its grave." 
 

Lt. General Mattis took command of Marine Corps Combat Development Command 

and was subsequently chosen to take command of I Marine Expeditionary Force. 

President George W. Bush nominated Mattis for appointment to the rank of General 

(4) to command U.S. Joint Forces Command in Norfolk, Virginia and NATO 

appointed him as Supreme Allied Commander Transformation.  He was formally 

nominated by President Obama to replace David Petraeus as commander of US 

Central Command in 2010.  His confirmation by the Senate Armed Services 

Committee marked the first time Marines had held billets as commander and deputy 

commander of a Unified Combatant Command.  As head of Central Command, Mattis 

oversaw the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan and was responsible for a region that 

includes Syria, Iran, and Yemen.  Pres. Obama increasingly perceived Mattis as being 

too eager for military confrontation with Iran.  He retired in 2013. 
 

Mattis has asserted that Iran is the principal threat to the stability of the Middle East, 

ahead of Al-Qaeda and ISIS. He described Obama as nuts for distancing from mid-

east allies, praised John Kerry over the Two-State Solution toward Israeli-Palestinian 

peace, and criticized Donald Trump's attitude toward Putin as "ill-informed."  

As Mattis retired from 

the military in 2013, his 

nomination will require a 

waiver of the National 

Security Act of 1947, 

which requires a seven-

year waiting period 

before retired military 

personnel can assume 

the role of Secretary of 

Defense. Mattis would 

be the second 

Secretary of Defense to 

receive such a waiver, 

following George 

Marshall. 



Jefferson Beauregard Sessions III 

Nominee for Attorney General of the United States 
 

He was born in 1946, in Selma, Alabama. His father owned a general store in Hybart, 

Alabama, and then a farm equipment dealership. In 1964, Sessions became an Eagle 

Scout and earned the Distinguished Eagle Scout Award.  He graduated from 

Huntingdon College in Montgomery, having been student body president and active in 

the Young Republicans.  He earned his J.D. from the Univ. of Alabama School of Law 

and worked as Asst. US Attorney for the So. District of Alabama until Pres. Reagan 

nominated him and the Senate confirmed him as US Attorney for that district, where 

he served for 12 years during which he became the second nominee to the Federal 

Judiciary in 48 years whose nomination was killed by the Sen. Judiciary Cmte. His 

nomination was actively fought by the NAACP and People for the American Way over 

politically and racially insensitive remarks he had allegedly made.   
 

Sessions was elected as Attorney General of Alabama and elected four times to the 

US Senate, often defeating former detractors along the way.  When Arlen Specter, a 

Senator who had opposed  Sessions during his judiciary nomination, switched parties, 

Republicans selected him to be the Ranking Member of the very cmte. which had 

refused his nomination.  Specter confessed that his vote against Sessions' nomination 

was a mistake, because he had "since found that Sen. Sessions is egalitarian." 
 

Sessions was the first nationally elected official to support Donald Trump. He was  

major policy adviser, especially with regard to immigration and national security, and 

served as Co-Chair of the transition team.  His AG nomination has been opposed by 

over 1,100 law school professors who wrote urging the Senate to reject him. 
 

Sessions is regarded as one of the most conservative members of the Senate–a long 

advocate of tax cuts and expanded construction of the southern border fence.  He has 

opposed pathways to citizenship for illegal immigrants and earned a ZERO from the 

Human Rights Campaign over LGBTQ issues. 



Ryan Zinke 

Nominee for Secretary of the Interior of the United States 
 

Born in Bozeman, Montana and raised in Whitefish, Zinke is the son of a plumber. He 

was a star athlete at Whitefish High School and accepted a football scholarship to the 

University of Oregon in Eugene; recruited as an outside linebacker, he switched to 

offense and was an undersized starting center for the Ducks of the Pac-10. A student-

athlete, Zinke earned a B.S. in geology in 1984. Zinke later earned an M.B.A. from 

National University in 1991 and an M.S. in global leadership from the University of 

San Diego in 2003.   
 

Zinke served as a U.S. Navy SEAL from 1986 to 2008, retiring at the rank of 

Commander.  In addition to serving with SEAL TEAM ONE, he served in several 

leadership capacities, ultimately being named the deputy and acting commander of 

Combined Joint Special Operations Task Force–Arabian Peninsula, in which heled a 

force of more than 3,500 Special Operations personnel in Iraq. Zinke was awarded 

two Bronze Stars for meritorious service in a combat zone, four Meritorious Service 

Medals, two Joint Service Commendation Medals, two Defense Meritorious Service 

Medals, and an Army Commendation Medal. Following his tours in Iraq, he was 

selected to establish the Naval Special Warfare Advanced Training Command, where 

he served as “Dean” of the Naval Special Warfare graduate school until his retirement 

from active duty in 2008. 
 

Zinke served one term in the Montana Senate where expressed concern over global 

warming, was defeated for Lt. Governor, then was elected to Montana's sole 

Congressional District in 2014.  In Congress, Zinke moved further right, supporting 

ground troops to fight ISIL, cutting regulations, repealing the estate tax, and 

"abandoning" ObamaCare.  He withdrew as a delegate to the Republican Convention 

in protest of Republican efforts to transfer Federal lands to the states.  Despite this, he 

has voted against environmentalists on mining and oil & gas issues. 



George Ervin Purdue III 

Nominee for Secretary of Agriculture of the United States 
 

Born in 1946 near Perry, Georgia, Sonny Purdue was the son of a farmer and school 

teacher. He played quarterback at Warner Robins High School and was a walk-on at 

the University of Georgia, where he was also a member of the Kappa Sigma 

Fraternity (Beta-Lambda chapter). Perdue earned his Doctor of Veterinary Medicine 

(DVM) from the University of Georgia College of Veterinary Medicine and worked as a 

veterinarian before becoming a small business owner, eventually starting three small 

businesses.  He also served in the Air Force, leaving as a Captain. 

 

He was the 81st Governor of Georgia, and the first Republican Governor of Georgia 

since Reconstruction.  Like many in Georgia of his generation, Purdue had been a 

conservative Southern Democrat but became discontent with the liberal progression of 

the party.  In 1998, as a State Senator, he switched parties and sought re-election as 

a Republican. 

 

Two primary objectives in Perdue's administration was on reforming state government 

and on improving education. Perdue advocated reforms designed to cut waste in 

government, most notably the sale of surplus vehicles and real estate. Prior to 

Perdue's becoming governor, no state agency had even compiled an inventory of what 

assets the state owned, much less managed them. 

 

Perdue made a cameo appearance as an East Carolina football coach in the movie 

We Are Marshall, large portions of which were filmed in Georgia. 

In November 2007, 

while Georgia suffered 

from one of the worst 

droughts in several 

decades, Perdue, along 

with lawmakers and 

local ministers, prayed 

for rain on the steps of 

the state Capitol.  



Wilbur Louis Ross, Jr. 

Nominee for Secretary of Commerce of the United States 
 

Ross was born in 1937 in Weehawken, New Jersey, and grew up in an affluent family.  

His father was a lawyer who later became a judge and his mother was a school 

teacher.  Ross drove two hours a day from New Jersey to attend the elite Catholic 

college preparatory Xavier High School in Manhattan. He ran track and was captain of 

the rifle team. He earned a BA from Yale, where he edited one of the literary 

magazines and worked at the radio station. Initially, he wanted to be a writer, but after 

his experience in a fiction class requiring 500 words daily, he concluded that he had 

"run out of material." His faculty adviser at Yale helped him get his first summer job on 

Wall Street. He earned his MBA degree at Harvard Business School. 
 

Ross is an American investor, and former banker, known for restructuring failed 

companies in industries such as steel, coal, telecommunications, foreign investment 

and textiles. He specializes in leveraged buyouts and distressed businesses. In 2014, 

Forbes magazine listed Ross as one of the world's billionaires with a net worth of $2.9 

billion.  His activities have brought him into controversies, particularly over the Sago 

Mine Disaster (Int'l Coal Group) and with settlements with investors and the SEC. 
 

In earlier years, he was a registered Democrat, serving as an officer of the New York 

State Democratic Party and holding fundraisers for Democratic candidates at his 

apartment in New York City. Ross served under Pres. Bill Clinton on the board of the 

U.S.-Russia Investment Fund, and later, under New York City Mayor Rudy Giuliani as 

the Mayor's privatization advisor. In 2011, Ross began donating to Republican 

candidates and organizations, became an early supporter of Donald Trump, and finally 

became a registered Republican in November 2016. 
 

Well seasoned on trade law, he is seen as key toward reigniting US manufacturing. 

Ross called NAFTA the "poster child for unbalanced trade and investment," in an open  

letter to The Wall Street Journal. 



Andrew Franklin Puzder 

Nominee for Secretary of Labor of the United States 
 

Puzder was born in 1950 in Cleveland, Ohio. He attended Kent State University but 

dropped out in 1970 following the Kent State shootings. According to Puzder, he then 

"spent the next three years attending concerts and marching on Washington."  While 

living in Cleveland Heights, Puzder worked in sales at a guitar studio and attended 

Cleveland State University, receiving a BA in history in 1975. He then attended 

Washington University School of Law where he was editor of the Washington 

University Law Quarterly, receiving his JD in 1978.  He worked as a corporate attorney 

for five years then as a St. Louis trial lawyer for another eight.  Active in the group 

Lawyers for Life, Puzder was considered Missouri's leading anti-abortion lawyer.  
 

Puzder helped to solve the financial difficulties of Carl Karcher, founder of the Carl's 

Jr. restaurants and its corporate parent CKE.  By 1997, Puzder had become EVP and 

General Counsel of CKE.  Following its damaging purchase of the Hardee's chain, 

Puzder was named CEO of CKE and is credited with the turnaround of the company 

and both of its chains.  He fell into controversy in 2005 due to an ad campaign 

focusing on the "hungry, young guy" demographic.  Puzder defended stating, "I like 

our ads. I like beautiful women eating burgers in bikinis. I think it's very American." 
 

Puzder has served on the National Advisory Board of Washington University School of 

Law, as a director of the International Franchise Association's Board of Directors, a 

National Council Co-Chair of the American Enterprise Institute, and a member of the 

Job Creators Network, a national business advocacy organization. Puzder has been 

critical of raising the federal minimum wage, arguing that it would increase costs for 

consumers, and increase automation, leading to fewer jobs.  He opposes 

ObamaCare.  He served as delegate to the 2012 and 2016 conventions, and 

Chairman of the Platform Sub-Committee on the economy, job creation, and debt. 
 



Thomas Edmunds Price 

Nominee for Secretary of HHS of the United States 
 

Leader of "the dream team that will transform our health-care system for the 

benefit of all Americans"   – Donald Trump 

 

Price was born in Lansing in 1954.  He graduated as an MD from the University of 

Michigan Health System, completed his residency at Emory University in Atlanta, ran 

an orthopedic clinic in Atlanta for 20 years before returning to Emory as assistant 

professor of orthopedic surgery, and was the director of the orthopedic clinic at 

Atlanta's Grady Memorial Hospital. 

 

Price is a member of the Association of American Physicians and Surgeons, a 

politically conservative non-profit association founded in 1943 to "fight socialized 

medicine and to fight the government takeover of medicine." 

 

He served four terms in the Georgia Senate and was elected to Congress seven 

times.  In his tenure, he has opposed abortion, the Health Care and Education 

Reconciliation Act, gun control, federal funding of NPR, the Emergency Mortgage 

Relief Program, and Don't Ask/Don't Tell.  He supported extending the Patriot Act, the 

Require a PLAN Act requiring Presidents to have a plan to balance the budget, the No 

Budget/No Pay Act, the Protect Life Act, the constitutional definition of traditional 

marriage, and the pledge to vote against any global warming legislation that would 

raise taxes. Price currently serves as chairman of the House Budget Committee. 

 

Most critically, he authored and twice sponsored the Empowering Patients First Act, 

which is widely regarded as the basis to replace ObamaCare.  In all, he has 

sponsored 55 conservative bills. 

 



Benjamin Solomon Carson, Sr. 

Nominee for Secretary of HUD of the United States 
 

Born in Detroit, Michigan, and a graduate of Yale University and the University of 

Michigan Medical School, Carson has authored numerous books on his medical 

career and political stances. He was the subject of a television drama film in 2009. 
 

He was the Director of Pediatric Neurosurgery at Johns Hopkins Hospital in Maryland 

from 1984 until his retirement in 2013. As a pioneer in neurosurgery, Carson's 

achievements include performing the only successful separation of Siamese twins 

joined at the back of the head, pioneering the first successful neurosurgical procedure 

on a fetus inside the womb, performing the first completely successful separation of 

type-2 vertical craniopagus twins, developing new methods to treat brain-stem tumors, 

and reviving hemispherectomy techniques for controlling seizures. He became the 

youngest chief of pediatric neurosurgery in the country at age 33. He has received 

more than 60 honorary doctorate degrees, dozens of national merit citations, and 

written over 100 neurosurgical publications. In 2008, he was bestowed the 

Presidential Medal of Freedom, the highest civilian award in the United States. 
 

Carson's widely publicized speech at the 2013 National Prayer Breakfast catapulted 

him to conservative fame for his views on social and political issues, leading him to 

run for the presidency.  Ultimately, he suspended his campaign and became the new 

national chairman of My Faith Votes, a group that encourages Christians to exercise 

their civic duty to vote, and then endorsed the candidacy of Donald Trump. 
 

He is ardently conservative, supporting pro-life, flat tax, gun rights, and a Balanced 

Budget Amendment, while opposing global warming legislation, liberal bias in 

education, the perpetuation of the multi-generational economic slavery known as 

welfare, and much more. 



Elaine Lan Chao 

Nominee for Secretary of Transportation of the United States 
 

Chao was born in 1953 in Taipei, Taiwan, as the eldest of six daughters.  Her mother 

was a historian and her father, who began his career as a merchant mariner, founded 

a successful shipping company in New York City called Foremost Shipping.  Chao's 

parents had fled to Taiwan from Shanghai after the Chinese Communists seized 

power in 1949. When she was 8 years old, in 1961, she came to the United States on 

a freight ship with her mother and two younger sisters. Her father had arrived in New 

York three years earlier after receiving a scholarship. 
 

She received a BA in Economics from Mt. Holyoke College and an MBA from Harvard. 

Chao holds 36 honorary doctorates. She worked as VP Syndications at Bank of 

America CMG in San Francisco and as an International Banker at Citicorp in NY. 
 

She received a White House Fellowship from Pres. Reagan in 1983. In 1986, Chao 

became Dep. Adm. of the Maritime Administration in the US Dept. of Transportation. 

Under Pres. GHW Bush, she served as Chair of the Federal Maritime Commission, 

Deputy Secretary of Transportation, and Director of the Peace Corps.  
 

Chao was the only cabinet member in the GW Bush administration to serve for eight 

years. She was the longest-serving Sec. of Labor since Frances Perkins, who served 

under Roosevelt.  Under her leadership, the US DoL undertook regulatory and 

legislative reforms in "protecting the health, safety, wages, and retirement security" of 

U.S. workers by "recovering record levels of back wages and monetary recoveries for 

pension plans, obtaining record financial settlements for discrimination by federal 

contractors," restructuring dept. programs, and modernizing regulations. 
 

Chao worked for four years as Pres./CEO of United Way, where she was credited with 

returning credibility and public trust in the organization after a financial scandal. Chao 

is also a Distinguished Fellow with the Heritage Foundation. 



James Richard Perry 

Nominee for Secretary of Energy of the United States 
 

A fifth-generation Texan, Perry was born in 1950 in Haskell, Texas, and raised in Paint 

Creek in West Texas.  He was the son of cotton farmers; and, his family has been in 

Texas since before the Texas Revolution.  His father was a long-time Democrat 

Haskell County commissioner and school board member. Perry has said that his 

interest in politics probably began in November 1961, when his father took him to the 

funeral of U.S. Representative Sam Rayburn.  Perry was a Boy Scout and earned the 

rank of Eagle Scout, ultimately earning the Distinguished Eagle Scout Award. 

 

Perry attended Texas A&M University where he was a member of the Corps of 

Cadets. He was elected senior class social secretary and one of A&M's five yell 

leaders. He graduated in 1972 with a Bachelor of Science in Animal science. Perry 

said that the Corps of Cadets gave him the discipline to complete his degree and earn 

a commission in the Air Force. Upon graduation from college in 1972, Perry was 

commissioned as an officer in the USAF and completed pilot training in 1974. He was 

a C-130 pilot to the 772nd Tactical Airlift Squadron at Dyess Air Force Base, including 

overseas rotations at RAF Mildenhall and Rhein-Main Air Base. His missions included 

a 1974 U.S. State Department drought relief effort in Mali, Mauritania and Chad, and 

two years later, earthquake relief in Guatemala. He left the Air Force in 1977 with the 

rank of Captain, returned to Texas, and went into farming cotton with his father. 

 

In 1984, Perry was elected to the Texas House as a Democrat from TX-64, which 

included his home county of Haskell. He served on the House Appropriations and 

Calendars committees during his three two-year terms in office. He befriended fellow 

freshman state representative Lena Guerrero of Austin, a staunch liberal Democrat 

who endorsed Perry's reelection bid in 2006. 



James Richard Perry [continued] 
 

Perry was part of the "Pit Bulls", a group of Appropriations members who sat on the 

lower dais in the committee room (or "pit") who pushed for austere state budgets 

during the 1980s. At one point, The Dallas Morning News named him one of the ten 

most effective members of the legislature.  Perry supported Al Gore in the 1988 

Democratic presidential primaries and worked in an unspecified capacity for Gore's 

campaign in Texas. 
 

On September 29, 1989, Perry announced that he was switching parties, becoming a 

Republican. In 1990, as a newly minted Republican, Perry challenged Jim Hightower, 

the incumbent Democratic Agriculture Commissioner who was embroiled in a 

corruption scandal. Karl Rove was Perry's campaign manager.  According to the book 

Boy Genius: Karl Rove, the Brains Behind the Remarkable Political Triumph of 

George W. Bush, Rove raised $3 million to raise Perry's profile, "while tarnishing the 

name of Jim Hightower" resulting in Perry's name becoming a "household name in 

Texas—and Hightower's name synonymous with corruption." 
 

In 1998, Perry chose not to seek a third term as Agriculture Commissioner, running 

instead for Lieutenant Governor to succeed the retiring Democrat Bob Bullock. During 

this election, Perry had a notable falling out with his previous top political strategist 

Karl Rove, which began the much-reported rivalry between the Bush and Perry 

camps. Perry became the state's first Republican lieutenant governor since 

Reconstruction, taking office on January 19, 1999. Perry assumed the office of 

governor on December 21, 2000, following the resignation of GW Bush—who was 

preparing to become President. 
 

As governor, Perry was an opponent of federal health-care reform proposals and of 

ObamaCare, describing the latter as "socialism on American soil". His focus in Texas 

was on tort reform, signing a bill in 2003 that restricted non-economic damages in 

medical malpractice judgments. 



James Richard Perry [continued] 
 

Perry supports traditional marriage, a hard line on crime, the death penalty, and gun 

ownership, possessing his own Concealed Handgun License. 

 

He ardently opposed a state income tax and has taken a pro-business stance toward 

regulation and tax issues, citing the economic success Texas achieved under his 

governorship. 
 

Perry retired with the 10th longest gubernatorial tenure in United States history at the 

end of his term on January 20, 2015 at 5,144 days as well as the record of the longest 

serving Texas Governor. 

 

A Time magazine article in July 2013 wrote that "everything is aligned for Rick Perry to 

be the Republican nominee for president in 2016."  After a series of missteps, he 

became the first in the field of major Republican candidates to drop out of the primary. 

 

Since February 2015, Perry has served on the board of directors of Energy Transfer 

Partners, which owns and operates one of the largest energy asset portfolios in the 

US—62,500 miles of oil and natural gas pipelines . 

 

In a poll conducted in August 2016 by Public Policy Polling, Perry had a 46%-37% 

lead over Cruz toward the 2018 Senate race. Donald Trump stated that he had "been 

hearing a lot about that, and I don’t know if he wants to do it, but boy, will he do well. 

People love him in Texas, and he was one great governor." 

 

On December 14, 2016, it was officially announced that Rick Perry would be 

nominated as Secretary of Energy, the department which he had expressed his 

intention of abolishing this department should he have become president. 



Elizabeth DeVos 

Nominee for Secretary of Education of the United States 
 

DeVos was born in 1958 in Holland, Michigan. She was educated at the Holland 

Christian High School and graduated from Calvin College in Grand Rapids where she 

earned a BA in Business Administration and Political Science. 
 

Since 1982, DeVos has participated in grassroots Republican politics, from local 

precinct delegate, to RNC Committeewoman, to chair of the Michigan Republican 

Party. The Lansing State Journal described her as "a political pit bull for most of 

Granholm's 16 months in office", adding if DeVos wasn't Granholm's "worst 

nightmare," she was "certainly her most persistent." Bill Ballenger, editor of Inside 

Michigan Politics and a former Republican state senator, called DeVos "a good 

behind-the-scenes organizer and fund raiser" as well as "a true believer in core 

Republican issues that leave nobody in doubt on where she stands."  When she 

resigned in 2000, she said, "It is clear I have never been a rubber stamp... I have 

been a fighter for the grassroots, and following is admittedly not my strong suit."  In 

2003, DeVos ran again for party chair and was elected to the post without opposition. 
 

DeVos views education as an industry that should be opened up to entrepreneurs and 

innovators and has stated that public education is "a closed system, a closed industry, 

a closed market. It’s a monopoly, a dead end."  DeVos is Chair of the American 

Federation for Children (AFC), which describes itself as "a leading national advocacy 

organization promoting school choice, with a specific focus on advocating for school 

vouchers and scholarship tax credit programs. The New York Times wrote, it "is hard 

to find anyone more passionate about the idea of steering public dollars away from 

traditional public schools than Betsy DeVos." 
 

Jeb Bush called DeVos an "outstanding pick." US Senator Ben Sasse said DeVos 

"has made a career out of standing up to powerful and connected special interests on 

behalf of poor kids who are too often forgotten by Washington."  



Dr. David Jonathon Shulkin 

Nominee for Secretary of Veterans Affairs of the United States 
 

Shulkin was born in Bala Cynwyd, Pennsylvania in 1959. He graduated from 

Hampshire College, earned his MD from the Medical College of Pennsylvania, 

conducted his internship at the Yale School of Medicine and his residency and 

fellowship in General Medicine at the University of Pittsburgh Presbyterian Medical 

Center. He served as the President and CEO of Beth Israel Medical Center in New 

York City, as President of Morristown Medical Center and the Atlantic Health System 

accountable Care Organization. 

 

He was the Chief Medical Officer of the University of Pennsylvania Health System, the 

Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania, Temple University Hospital, and the 

Medical College of Pennsylvania Hospital.  His other academic positions have 

included Chairman of Medicine and Vice Dean at Drexel University College of 

Medicine, and Professor of Medicine at Albert Einstein School of Medicine. Shulkin 

has been the editor of Journal of Clinical Outcomes Management and Hospital 

Physician, and has been on the editorial boards of several journals, including Journal 

of the American Medical Association. He founded and served as the Chairman and 

CEO of DoctorQuality, Inc a consumer-oriented information service.  Dr. Shulkin has 

written 25 peer-reviewed journal articles, and numerous other professional 

publications. 

 

Contrary to the historical tradition, Dr. Shulkin is not a veteran. 

Dr. Shulkin became the 

Under Secretary of 

Health for the U.S. 

Department of Veterans 

Affairs as part of the 

effort to reform the VA in 

the summer of 2015. 

 

He resigned a private 

sector position paying 

him $1.3 million 

annually to help reform 

the VA.  The Under 

Sec'y position pays 

$170,000 per year. 



John Francis Kelly 

Nominee for Sec. of Homeland Security of the United States 
 

Kelly was born in 1950 in Boston, raised in an Irish-Catholic family. Before he turned 

16, he had hitch-hiked across the country at least once, including a freight-hop from 

Seattle to Chicago. He then served for one year as a United States Merchant Marine. 
 

Kelly initially enlisted in the U.S. Marine Corps during the Vietnam Conflict, served in 

an infantry company with the 2nd Marine Division, and was discharged as a sergeant 

in 1972. He graduated from the UMass and was commissioned a second lieutenant in 

the Marine Corps via Officer Candidates School. He holds a M.Sc. in National Security 

Studies from the Georgetown School of Foreign Service. Kelly served as Battalion 

Ops Officer, head of the Offensive Tactics Section, and Dir. Infantry Officer Course.  

He attended the School for Advance Warfare and graduated from the War College, 

received a rare, active combat zone promotion to Brig. Gen. in Iraq, and led Task 

Force Tripoli from Baghdad to Tikrit. As commanding general, I Marine Expeditionary 

Force (Forward), Kelly assumed command of the Multi-National Force–West in Iraq.  

He retired as chief of US Southern Command, overseeing Central & S. America. 
 

Kelly knows Washington, having served at HQ marine Corps, as the Commandant's 

Liaison Officer to the US House, as legislative assistant to the Commandant, and as 

the senior military assistant to two Secretaries of Defense. 

 

Sources from within the transition team stated that Kelly was Trump's pick for two 

reasons: 1) his familiarity with the region affecting the southern border; and, 2) the 

bluntness with which he disagreed with the Obama Admin. on several issues. 

 Defense Distinguished 

Service Medal 

 Defense Superior Service 

Medal 

 Legion of Merit 

 Meritorious Service Medal 

 Navy & Marine Corps 

Commendation Medal 



Pruitt represented Tulsa and Wagoner Counties in 

the Oklahoma Senate from 1998 until 2006. He was 

elected to serve as Oklahoma's Attorney General in 

2010.  After his election, Pruitt established a 

"Federalism Unit" in the Attorney General's office 

dedicated to fighting President Barack Obama's 

regulatory agenda. 
 

He has sued the administration over immigration, 

ObamaCare, and Dodd-Frank.  He has sued the IRS.  

He has specifically sued the EPA over the Clean 

Power Plan, Waters of the US Rule, and coal-fired 

utilities. 
 

Pruitt calls himself "a leading advocate against the 

EPA’s activist agenda." In response to the 

nomination, Pruitt said, "I intend to run this agency in 

a way that fosters both responsible protection of the 

environment and freedom for American businesses." 
 

The New York Times, The Independent, and the 

League of Conservation Voters see Pruitt as one of 

the biggest opponents to the climate change agenda. 

Edward Scott Pruitt 

Nominee for 

EPA Administrator 
 

John Michael Mulvaney 

Nominee for 

OMB Director  
 

"Mick" has been a Republican trail blazer in SC: the 

first Republican to represent South Carolina's 5th 

congressional district in the US House since 1883 

and was the first Republican ever elected to the SC 

House from his district, then elected to SC Senate 

where he earned one of the few A+ ratings in the 

entire legislature from the SC Club for Growth. 
 

He is an ardent fiscal conservative, spearheading 

opposition to the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2013 due 

to a lack of focus on debt reduction and spending 

cuts.  He is also one of the conservative leaders who 

pushed John Boehner from the Speakership. 
 

He is an active  member of the Tea Party Caucus 

and the Republican Study Committee, and helped 

found the Freedom Caucus.  He serves on the 

Committee on Financial Services and the Committee 

on Small Business . 
 

He holds a BA in International Economics from 

Georgetown and a law degree from the University of 

North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 



Signaling a tougher line to be taken on China, Robert 

Lighthizer, a noted critic of China accusing the 

country of repeated unfair trade practices. 
 

Lighthizer is a Washington attorney who specializes 

in trade litigation, policy advice, and legislative 

initiatives for hard industry, especially the steel 

industry.  He also served as deputy trade 

representative under the Reagan Administration. 
 

He has written, “The icon of modern conservatism, 

Ronald Reagan, imposed quotas on imported steel, 

protected Harley-Davidson from Japanese 

competition, restrained import of semiconductors and 

automobiles, and took myriad similar steps to keep 

American industry strong. How does allowing China 

to constantly rig trade in its favor advance the core 

conservative goal of making markets more efficient? 

Markets do not run better when manufacturing shifts 

to China largely because of the actions of its 

government.” 

Robert Emmet Lighthizer 

Nominee for 

US Trade Rep. 
 

Linda Marie McMahon 

Nominee for 

SBA Administrator  
 

With her husband, McMahon was active with World 

Wrestling Entertainment as the company grew from a 

small regional business in the North East to a large 

multinational corporation. As President and later 

CEO of the company, she initiated the company's 

civic programs, Get REAL & Smackdown Your Vote. 
 

McMahon was appointed to the CT State Board of 

Education by Governor Jodi Rell in January 2009.  In 

2010 and 2012, she ran for the US Senate, losing to 

Democrats both times. 
 

She has written an economic plan called for getting 

rid of 'outdated/ineffective and duplicative programs,' 

and expressed support for a 2012 proposal to merge 

the SBA, the Commerce Department's core functions 

and four other entities into one unit. 



Nimrata Haley 

Nominee for 

Ambassador to the UN 
 

??? 

Nominee for 

Chairman of the Council 

of Economic Advisers 
 

Other Cabinet-Level Nominees Independent Intel Agencies 

Daniel Ray Coats 

Nominee for 

Director of National 

Intelligence 
 

Michael Richard 

Pompeo 

Nominee for 

CIA Director 
 



Reince Preibus 

White House Chief of Staff 
 

Michael Flynn 

National Security Adviser 
 

Key Appointments to the Executive Office of the President 

K.T. McFarland 

Deputy National Security 

Adviser 
 

Gary Cohn 

Director of National 

Economic Council 
 

Katie Walsh 
White House Deputy Chief of Staff 
 

Peter Navarro 
Director of the National Trade Council 
 

Tom Bossert 
Homeland Security Advisor 
 

Keith Kellogg 
Executive Secretary of the National Security Council 



Steve Bannon 

Senior Counselor 

to the President 
 

Kellyanne Conway 

Counselor to the President 
 

Key Appointments to the Executive Office of the President 

Stephen Miller 

Senior Adviser to the 

President for Policy 
 

Jared Kushner 

Senior Adviser to the 

President for Strategic 

Planning 
 

Sean Spicer 
White House Director of Communications & Press Sec'y 
 

Andrew Bremberg 
Director of the Domestic Policy Council 
 

Don McGahn 
White House Counsel 
 



Dismantling 
Liberalism: 

 

Assembling the Team to Clear Away 
Years of Failed Promises & Decayed 

Policies. 
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