
We believe in liberty and economic freedom.
We believe that we are created equal in the eyes of our Creator.
We believe that self‐determination and provision for our children

are our personal responsibilities.

As children of God, we accept the fallibility of human nature.
We accept that human history documents both our accomplishments and failures.

As citizens, we believe that it is our responsibility to work
toward a more perfect union.

We neither hide nor deny the mistakes of our past.
We seek to learn from them and to build a better, stronger nation

with greater opportunities for all citizens to pursue life, liberty, and happiness.



Proponents and Defenders…



CRITICAL RACE THEORY
The Race-Based Power Struggle
Permeating Society.



“Institutions of law, education, 
health, and business are 
inherently racist and the root 
cause of all racial problems.”

The solution:
Overthrow them.



“Concepts like individual freedom, 
personal responsibility, and equal 
opportunity are unimportant.

We must build a new society to 
decide collective economic 
outcomes, to create identity-based 
retribution, and to establish a new 
order in which the oppressed rise 
above their oppressors.”



Immanuel Kant to Karl Marx & Friedrich Engels,
into the Frankfurt School of Philosophy, into 
Adorno & Horkheimer, Habermas, and Freire.

Transcendental idealism: overturning false beliefs.
System of common beliefs is a tool of the oppressor.
Emancipation comes with pedagogy of the Oppressed.





CRITICAL RACE THEORY: TRAINING CURRENT/FUTURE EDUCATORS AND ATTORNEYS.



NYC SCHOOL ASKS PARENTS TO IDENTIFY THEIR “WHITENESS”



KEY TENETS OF CRITICAL RACE THEORY…

• CRITICISM OF LIBERALISM AND THE LIBERAL 
APPROACH OF INCREMENTALISM.

• RACE HAS BEEN SOCIALLY CONSTRUCTED.

• RACISM IS QUIETLY GUARDED BY THE CONVERGENCE 
OF INTERESTS.

• RACISM IS STRUCTURAL AND PERMANENT IN THE 
CURRENT SOCIAL ORDER.

• COUNTER-STORYTELLING IS ESSENTIAL TO 
UNLEARNING.



CRITICISM OF LIBERALISM.

Traditional liberal efforts to incrementally improve civil rights and opportunity through 
rights‐based remedies—including affirmative action—have proven inadequate and 
ultimately ineffective.  Preferred remedies range from:

• More direct, anti-racist confrontation through political organization.
• Societal re-education.
• Toppling of current systems of legal, economic, and political order.

KEY TENETS OF CRITICAL RACE THEORY



CRITICISM OF LIBERALISM.

“Everything must change at once.”

“Our system of race is like a two-headed hydra. One head consists of outright racism—the 
oppression of some people on grounds of who they are. The other head consists of white 
privilege. If one lops off a single head, say, outright racism, but leaves the other intact, our 
system of white over black/brown will remain virtually unchanged.”

KEY TENETS OF CRITICAL RACE THEORY



RACE HAS BEEN SOCIALLY CONSTRUCTED.

It’s a human‐invented classification system, meant not just to define physical differences 
but also to control “minorities” through the law.

KEY TENETS OF CRITICAL RACE THEORY

Dred Scott v. Sandford, 1857
"Negroes," whether free or enslaved, are not citizens.
Majority opinion delivered by Chief Justice Roger B. Taney,
Democrat, Appointed 1835 by President Andrew Jackson (D).

Southern “One-Drop” Rules of the early 20th century.
Any black heritage, no matter how slight, made a person black.
Exemplified by Virginia’s Racial Integrity Act of 1924, signed by 
Governor Elbert Lee Trinkle (D).

New Deal: Segregation and Exclusion
Social Security exempting agricultural workers/domestic servants.
NLRA of 1935 (Wagner Act) passed without anti‐discrimination.
National Housing Act of 1934: Segregation through redlining.



RACISM IS QUIETLY GUARDED BY THE CONVERGENCE OF INTERESTS.

The “majority” will allow and support racial progress and social justice so long as there’s 
something positive in it for them—a convergence of interests—namely power.
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“These Negroes, they’re getting pretty uppity these days and that’s a problem 
for us since they’ve got something now they never had before, the political pull 
to back up their uppityness. Now we’ve got to do something about this, we’ve 
got to give them a little something, just enough to quiet them down, not 
enough to make a difference. For if we don’t move at all, then their allies will 
line up against us and there’ll be no way of stopping them, we’ll lose the 
filibuster and there’ll be no way of putting a brake on all sorts of wild 
legislation. It’ll be Reconstruction all over again.”



Explaining his appointment of Thurgood Marshall to SCOTUS over 
a black judge less identified with the civil rights movement:

"Son, when I appoint a n***** to the court, I want everyone to 
know he's a n *****."



Johnson, like other presidents, would 
often reveal his true motivations in 
asides that the press never picked up. 
During one trip, Johnson was 
discussing his proposed civil rights bill 
with two governors. Explaining why it 
was so important to him, he said it was 
simple: “I’ll have them n****** 
voting Democratic for two hundred 
years.”

LBJ privately referred to the Civil Rights Act of 1957 as, “The n***** bill.”

Robert Parker, Johnson's sometime chauffer, described in his 
memoir Capitol Hill in Black and White a moment when Johnson asked 
Parker whether he'd prefer to be referred to by his name rather than "boy," 
"n*****" or "chief." When Parker said he would, Johnson grew angry and 
said, "As long as you are black, and you’re gonna be black till the day you 
die, no one’s gonna call you by your god**** name. So no matter what you 
are called, n*****, you just let it roll off your back like water, and you’ll 
make it. Just pretend you’re a goddamn piece of furniture."



Key Tenets of Critical Race Theory…

With what can conservatives not agree?

• RACISM IS STRUCTURAL AND PERMANENT IN THE 
CURRENT SOCIAL ORDER.

• COUNTER-STORYTELLING IS ESSENTIAL TO 
UNLEARNING.



RACISM IS STRUCTURAL AND PERMANENT IN THE CURRENT SOCIAL ORDER.

Racism is ordinary, not aberrational, and structural:  promoting a society that is “color‐
blind” and based on meritocracy are merely tools of oppression.  Exploitation by the elitist 
“majority” is the permanent aim.

KEY TENETS OF CRITICAL RACE THEORY

Judged by CRT as fallacy:



COUNTER-STORYTELLING IS ESSENTIAL TO UNLEARNING.

School curricula reinforce “majority” values and must be overcome
through stories which reveal the racism of conventional history.

KEY TENETS OF CRITICAL RACE THEORY



OPPOSITION TO ENGAGEMENT OF CRITICAL RACE THEORY INTO OUR SCHOOLS…
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